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Greetings,

What defines an organization is their ability to assess the 
challenges at hand, identify potential solutions and then act 
on them. This requires good judgement, decisive action and 
persistence. 

Recently, Edge was faced with the grim reality that many of 
our members were not going to be able to plant all their acres 
due to Mother Nature causing a late, wet and cold spring / 
summer. As a consequence, these farmers would likely be 
short of their forage needs and left with limited options. 

Amid the flooding, we received a call from a member asking what could be 
done regarding Prevented Planting acres as the current rule would not allow 
them to harvest before Nov. 1. This was not 
ideal for many farms, especially in the upper 
Midwest. Oddly, our team just addressed 
this hurdle and decided to start discussions 
with USDA and congressional leaders. 

Through some quick action of our policy 
team in providing information requested 
by USDA and support from our congres-
sional delegation, farmers were provided 
the opportunity to utilize the forage pro-
duced on those Prevented Planting acres 
after Sept. 1. This change increases options 
for feed and cost taxpayers nothing.

This proves that Edge is willing to do whatever it takes to support our members 
and an excellent example is what a true member-led organization does. It shows 
the members’ trust in Edge to take a problem and create solutions. It is gratifying 
to represent members who truly look at Edge as an extension of their business.  
 
Together we are unstoppable.

Tim

Letter From Leadership

Edge supports 
students with 
scholarships
Edge recently awarded $1,000 
scholarships to Cora Carpenter and 
Jessica Magdanz. 

Carpenter grew up on her family’s farm, 
Redrock View Farms in Darlington, Wis. 
She attends Iowa State University where 
she is majoring in agricultural and life 
sciences education with a communica-
tions option. She plans to graduate in 
May 2021.  

“This scholarship will help me continue 
my education,” Carpenter said. “I am 
beyond grateful for Edge’s contribution. 
The dairy industry has helped shape me 
into the person I am today, and I strive 
to promote and educate about the 
agriculture industry just like Edge does 
because they truly are a ‘voice for milk.’”  

Jessica Magdanz, recently graduated 
from Weyauwega-Fremont High School 
and is planning to attend the University 
of Wisconsin-River Falls to major in 
agricultural education. Magdanz has 
been involved in 4-H, FFA and band 
throughout high school, along with 
working on her family’s dairy farm, 
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Edge is willing 
to do whatever 

it takes to 
support our 
members

Tim Trotter,
executive director
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

When a new 
Congress is sworn 
in following an 
election, they 
have two years to 
conduct business. 
To our Edge 
member farmers, 
two years is ample 

time to accomplish even their biggest 
priorities. But in Congress, two years 
is actually much shorter than what 
it seems. 

For perspective, this Congress has 
already worked over a third of the 
total number of 
legislative days 
before its two 
years are up. Con-
gress’ time will 
most likely be cut 
even shorter with 
a contentious 
election coming 
up next Novem-
ber. There is no 
better time to en-
gage your elect-
ed officials to en-
sure Congress 
acts on our issues. 

August recess just began. Your 
Representatives and Senators are 
back in district and state until they 
report back to D.C. on Sept. 9. They 
will be at the fairs, festivals and other 
community events that you’ll 
probably be at too. Walk up, introduce 
yourself and have a conversation. 
Remember they work for you and 
want to know what you think. 

There is no shortage of issues 
affecting our dairy community for 
you to talk about. Trade and ag 
workforce are two longstanding 
issues among the many others 
primed for you to make an impact. 

Over the last few years, we’ve talked 
about the United States-Mexico-
Canada Trade Agreement (USMCA) 
a lot and we need to talk about it 
even more. Your lawmakers need to 
understand USMCA’s importance to 

dairy and ultimately vote yes.

As much as an ag workforce solution 
seems mythical, the need for a fix has 
never been more important. Last 
Congress ended with a bipartisan bill 
in the House with over 100 co-
sponsors. You would be hard-pressed 
to find any other bill on any issue with 
that many co-sponsors. As important 
as a solution is to our nation’s ag 
community, this issue is still hotly 
contested. The closer we get to the 
2020 election, the less Congress will 
be motivated to act. If a solution has 
any chance of becoming a reality, it 

must be debated 
soon. 

Our elected rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e s 
need to know 
that they need to 
consider ideas 
that allow us to 
retain our exist-
ing workforce 
and create a 
pathway for new 
workers.

While August 
recess is an 
important time 

for legislators themselves to be back, 
this is also a time when their D.C. 
off ice staff, their most trusted 
advisors, visit too. Some of whom 
have never been on a dairy farm. This 
is an opportunity to showcase the 
dairy community, show off the great 
farms we have and help them gain 
a deeper understanding of our issues.

If you have never engaged in a policy 
discussion, the time is ripe for you to 
start. Even though the 2020 election 
is over a year away, there will be a 
spotlight on the issues that matter 
to YOU. Use August recess to 
springboard into the discussion so 
the dairy community’s issues are 
everybody’s issues leading up to next 
November. Remember to contact us 
if you need any help contacting your 
legislators – we are here to help! 

August Recess:  
time to make an impact  

Magdanz Dairy, in Pine River, Wis.  

“Raising animals and working on the farm 
has made my passion for agriculture grow 
strong and I am excited to teach others 
about the importance of all aspects of 
agriculture.” 

This is the sixth year Edge has offered 
scholarships to help finance higher 
education for the children of its members. 
Tim Trotter, Edge’s executive director, 
said the co-op plans to continue to award 
scholarships for exceptional dairy-minded 
students in the years to come. 

“As the voice of milk, Edge recognizes the 
importance of developing future leaders 
in our dairy community,” Trotter said. 
“Cora and Jessica demonstrate great 
potential to be leaders in helping 
agriculture meet challenges and sustain 
success. We are happy to support them 
and look forward to seeing the positive 
difference they will make.” 

Applicants were judged on academic 
achievement, leadership and 
participation in school and community 
activities, academic honors, goals and 
aspirations, recommendations and work 
experience.

Cora Carpenter (top) and Jessica Magdanz, 
(bottom) received $1,000 Edge scholarships.

Edge Scholarships
continued from page 1

Aaron Stauffacher, 
assoc. director of 
government affairs

Gordon Speirs (right), Edge board member and 
Aaron Stauffacher (left) on a recent trip to D.C. 
It’s never been more important to engage on 
dairy issues.
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Earlier this sum-
mer, Edge mem-
ber Logan Davis 
attended the Na-
tional Council of 
Farmer Coopera-
tives (NCFC) Wash-
ington Conference 
in Washington D.C. 

on behalf of Edge. Together with Edge 
staff and contractors, Davis spoke to 
lawmakers about key issues facing the 
dairy community. We sat down with 
Davis to talk about his experience.

What is your background? 

I attended Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Ind. After graduation, I 
went to work for Commodity and 
Ingredient Hedging in Chicago. It was 
there that I was exposed to agricultural 
commodity markets and trading. 

Tell us about your dairy farms

Davis Family Dairies is comprised of 
three dairies in Nicollet County, Minn. 
Our milking herd is currently just over 
9,000 Jersey and Jersey crosses. We 
also have a calving facility in Nicollet 
County that houses about 2,500 young 
stock.

What is your role at Davis Family 
Dairies?

Working in the dairy community, as 
you all know, our roles can vary by the 
day. For the most part, I help manage 
the system’s forward price risk and 
feed procurement. When working with 
price projections and markets, we’re 
fortunate to have others in our farm 
involved as well.

What was your favorite session or 
aspect of the National Council of 
Farmer Cooperatives (NCFC) 
Washington Conference?

The NCFC Conference in Washington 
provided so many interesting 
opportunities, it’s hard to pick one! I’d 
have to say the “Being an advocate in 
Washington” session was particularly 
helpful because it occurred before the 
scheduled hill visits I attended with 

Edge. Kam Quarles, the CEO of the 
National Potato Council, explained 
what matters to congressional leaders 
and how to convey our needs in a way 
that is interesting to them.

This helped me both observe and 
participate in the meetings I attended 
with John Holevoet and the Michael 
Torrey Associates team. The session 
helped to shorten the learning curve 
for the visits that were my favorite 
aspect of the trip.  

Have you lobbied in Washington 
before? What do you like? What were 
you surprised by?

I have not lobbied prior to the NCFC 
conference. I most enjoyed the hill 
visits. I was surprised at the diverse 
range of agricultural intelligence, and 
subsequent interest level about the 
issues that most impact agribusiness. 

Regardless of political party, I was 
impressed by the leaders who had 
made a conscious effort to place 
knowledgeable and caring staff 
members in front of us. Many of these 
districts were made up of farm 
communities and large rural 
populations, the Senators and 
Representatives that staffed the 
appropriate people gave me 
confidence that our voices would be 
heard. 

What did you learn that will impact 
your role at Davis Family Dairies?

We need to be more conscious of what 
we see in our day to day. Often times, 
there isn’t a solution to these problems 
that can come from Washington, but 
I suspect there are more instances that 
can be addressed than we recognize. 
I also believe that when we see a 
problem locally, there are many others 
in our network that are experiencing 
the same issues. I look forward to 
utilizing the expertise and network we 
have through Edge to discuss these 
items when they occur. Edge can only 
help if they are aware. I think that was 
my biggest take away from the week.

What advice do you have for other 
Edge members who may be “on the 
fence” about lobbying in DC? Do 
farmer voices make a difference to 
lawmakers?

I think that having a voice in 
Washington is important, particularly 
for our industry. The US population is 
becoming more urban. The issues of 
importance for urban and rural voters 
are drastically different. As an industry, 
agriculture represents more than our 
own interests. We give a voice to the 
communities we operate in. If we don’t 
ensure ourselves a presence in the 
American political process, we will 
continue to see jobs migrate to the 
cities and suburbs. We need 
agriculture, along with other industries, 
to keep rural communities 
economically viable. We lose our ability 
to support rural America if we don’t 
participate.

THE VOICE OF MILK

Member prof ile:  
Logan Davis

Logan Davis, Davis 
Family Dairies

Davis (left) along with John Holevoet from Edge (right) met with Rep. Dusty Johnson (R- SD middle) 
who introduced the FEEDD Act, a bill that allows farmers to harvest cover crops earlier in the year. 
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MAY STATS

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monthly Milk:

Members:

853

Total Cows:

487,786

billion
pounds 1.13

AUG. 21
Farm to Fork Dinner* 
Cinnamon Ridge Farms, 
Donahue, Iowa

AUG. 22-SEPT. 2
Minnesota  
State Fair 
St. Paul, Minn.

AUG. 29-SEPT. 2
South Dakota  
State Fair 
Huron, SD

SEPT. 1
Dairy Strong  
registration opens
Farmers get two free 
passes to attend. Sign 
up at dairystrong.org

SEPT. 21
Barn dance: Lakeshore 
Natural Resource  
Partnership benefit*
Saxon Homestead Farm, 
Cleveland, Wis.

OCT. 1-5
World Dairy Expo 
Alliant Energy Center, 
Madison, Wis. 

OCT. 4 
Edge luncheon at 
World Dairy Expo 
Waubesa Room,  
Exhibition Hall,  
Madison, Wis.

*Events hosted by Edge 
members. Please send us 
your farm events at  
info@voiceofmilk.com




