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Like many of you, I find it hard not to look at social media 
frequently. I feel proud when I see Edge members amplifying 
our talking points on the regulatory and trade fronts on their 
own social channels.

“The voice of milk” may be our tagline, but you are doing a 
splendid job personalizing these messages. The passion and 
wisdom you share exemplify why people trust and believe in 
farmers.

As we push for the passage of USMCA, please continue your 
efforts on social media, and most importantly, contact your 

congressional delegation. It’s important for elected officials to know the 
importance of fair trade for dairy products between Mexico and Canada and 
the positive impact to our local economies, too.

Let’s be honest, this isn’t about partisan politics to most Americans, it’s about 
doing the right thing for all workers and businesses and our ability to expand 
economic opportunities for all. 

In other news, I’m proud to announce the Dairy Strong Sustainability Alliance 
(DSSA) has evolved into a standalone organization. DSSA was formed through 
a collaborative effort of Edge, the Dairy Business Association and the Nature 
Conservancy to promote and support farmer-led solutions to today’s 
environmental challenges. Most directly, DSSA provides support for farmer-led 
conservation groups and make connections to support our vision of a dairy 
community inspired to foster economic, environmental and social stewardship.

Through the DSSA, there is the opportunity for the farmer-led groups to achieve 
increased membership, revenue and community engagement. Additionally, 
services provided will help the group maintain a professional image and assist 
the group in realizing key goals and outcomes.

If you’re a farmer who wants to see more support for on-the-farm initiatives, 
consider joining the DSSA as an individual farmer member. Contact Lauren 
Brey at lbrey@voiceofmilk.com to learn more.

I wish you a safe and productive harvest season!

Letter From Leadership
Dairy trade update

The volume of US 
dairy exports was 
predictably down 
the first half of 2019, 
14% to be exact, with 
the ongoing trade 
tensions with China. 

Despite the de-
crease in volume, 
the value of US dairy 
exports was up 3%, 
setting a record of  

$2.95 billion exported for the time  
period. 

Even though exports to China down 
substantially, those losses are partially 
being mitigated by increases to other 
top markets. Leading up to the year end, 
there will be a lot of trade (hopefully 
good) news. Here are leading stories to 
watch: 

USMCA: The agreement to replace 
NAFTA, which has been a boon for dairy, 
is still not across the f inish line. 
Democrats in the House of 
Representatives are holding out for 
stronger labor, environment and 
pharmaceutical protections before 
committing to a vote. The US Trade 
Representative is working to alleviate 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Staying up to 
date on dairy and 
agricultural poli-
cy issues is no 
easy task. From 
consistently con-
tacting congres-
sional offices and 
related industry 

groups to reading important docu-
ments, we constantly dig for more 
information to put our member voic-
es’ in the best position to impact 
change. 

As part of this quest for the “latest,” 
I attended the Ag Outlook Forum in 
Kansas City last month. This year’s 
line-up focused on discussing hot 
topics like the importance of work-
force development for ag and U.S. 
agriculture trade’s domestic and 
global impact. 

Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kansas) began 
the day by sharing a story to remind 
us how important it is for the ag 
community to educate government. 
He was recently asked by a 
Congressional member, who was just 
nominated to chair a crucial ag 
subcommittee, to bring her up to 
speed about agriculture. After the 
Senator started a briefing on the ag 
issues, she stopped him. Instead, she 
wanted to learn what farmers do and 
how they do it.

We cannot assume our leaders have 
even a basic understanding of 
modern dairy farming. 

Missouri Gov. Mike Parson discussed 
how ag needs get creative to attract 
young people to ag during a 
workforce development discussion. 
Gov. Parson’s message was simple, 
there are two components that go 
hand-in-hand to solve this: workforce 
development and workforce 
infrastructure. The latter is often 
overlooked. Enticing talented 
individuals outside of ag into ag-
oriented careers was discussed as a 
possible solution. Notably, getting 
student’s attention early in the career 
decision process.  

The second main theme of the day 
revolved around trade, what’s going 
on and why it’s important. U.S. 
Deputy Security of Agriculture Steve 
Censky touted USMCA, citing dairy’s 
key wins and updated regulatory 
transparency measures. The pending 
Japan free trade agreement was also 
discussed, even though details were 
still short. He also offered some 
optimism into the recent, on-again 
Chinese talks saying the initial 
meetings were positive but did hold 
true to the Administration’s fight 
against the Chinese exploitation of 
U.S. businesses. 

Jason Hafemeister, Trade Counsel to 
the Secretary of Agriculture, followed 
up Dep. Sec. Censky’s trade updates 
by making the case for the need for 
trade on a global scale. In September 
of 2018, the global middle-class 
population surpassed the vulnerable 
global population for the first time 
ever and is set to grow by another 1.5 
billion people in the next ten years.

 The growing middle-class represents 
an enormous market opportunity for 
US agricultural products and 
especially for dairy protein. 
Hafemeister also looked to what 
Americans now thought of trade and 
NAFTA. In short, f ree trade and 
support for NAFTA has never been 
more popular in recent history than 
in the last three years. There isn’t an 
easy explanation but a lot of it is 
probably due to strong media 
coverage as there’s been no shortage 
of it from day to day. 

Participating in events like th Ag 
Outlook Forum are fundamental to 
sharing information to keep the ag 
community moving forward. The 
event was presented by Agri-Pulse 
and the Agricultural Business Council 
of Kansas City. Agri-Pulse’s next 
event, the  Ag & Food Policy Summit, 
is in March in Washington D.C. Edge 
members attend as part of our 
annual Dairy Speaks in D.C. member 
advocacy trip. If you are interested in 
attending, please contact me at 
astauffacher@voiceofmilk.com.

those concerns before messaging the 
implementing legislation to Congress 
for final ratification. Many are expecting 
forward movement yet this year. 
However, the closer it gets to the 2020 
election, the less likely Congress will take 
it up. 

China: The roller coaster of a relationship 
continues with our #4 dairy export 
market. The ongoing tit-for-tat tariff 
exchange combined with the devastating 
African Swine Fever (ASF) has been the 
lead cause behind our decreased dairy 
exports. However, positive news could 
be on the horizon. First, China recently 
lifted retaliatory tariffs on permeate for 
feed. Secondly, talks recommenced just 
weeks ago between deputy level 
negotiators with the goal of high-level 
negotiations in October. Unfortunately, 
it doesn’t appear ASF is going away any 
time soon as the disease is still decimating 
the Chinese herd and has hit South Korea 
(#5 US dairy export market) with 
confirmed cases in late September. 

Japan: An initial trade agreement was 
announced in September and it couldn’t 
have come soon enough for US dairy. 
Since the US pulled out of TPP, EU and 
New Zealand has swooped in to gain 
preferential access. No specific details 
beyond that cheese and whey tariffs will 
be phased out. This agreement hopefully 
leads to long-term pact with more wins 
for dairy.  

Trade
continued from page 1

Aaron Stauffacher, 
assoc. director of 
government affairs

Ag Outlook Forum fundamental 
to sharing information

Edge staff (L to R) Tim Trotter, Lauren Brey 
and Aaron Stauffacher attended the Ag 
Outlook Forum in Kansas City, MO. This event 
brought together leaders across agriculture 
and rural America to discuss issues like trade 
wars, declining prices and the tremendous 
uncertainty about the ag economy. Learn 
more about this event in Aaron’s Legislative 
Update column on this page.
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As a funding organization of US 
Farmers & Ranchers Alliance, Edge 
is excited to announce the launch 
of a new film, “30 Harvests.” The film 
features two farmers, Jay Hill and 
Meagan Kaiser, who are excited 
about the positive impact agricul-
ture can have on the environment. 
Farmers are the change agents that 
will help feed an unprecedented 
population while solving for climate 
change. 

We encourage you to watch the 
short f ilm and share your 
sustainability story with your 
neighbors, community, or on your 
social media platforms. Contact 
Lauren Brey, Edge’s director of 
strategic partnerships and 
sustainability at (920) 883-0020 x107  
or lbrey@voiceofmilk.com with 
questions. Read on to learn more 
about this project.

 The US Farmers & Ranchers Alliance 
(USFRA) has unveiled a new film that 
highlights the urgency needed in the 
fight against climate change. Despite 
uncertain economic times, farmers 
are front and center as the agents for 
change in “30 Harvests.”

“The next 30 years are the most 
important in the history of agriculture. 
Food production will need to increase 
by 70% to feed the world by 2050. 
How do we nourish a growing 
population while our farmable land 
is shrinking?” said Erin Fitzgerald, 
CEO, USFRA. “30 Harvests captures 
the passion and hope that our 
farmers have in providing a 
dependable source of healthy food 
while addressing economic and 
environmental concerns for current 
and future generations.”

The docudrama follows the plight of 
farmer Jay Hill of Dell City, Texas, and 
farmer and soil scientist Meagan 
Kaiser of Bowling Green, Missouri. In 
the short film, they articulate the 
challenges farmers face while 
embracing the opportunity to meet 
the increasing demands for food, and 
ultimately help solve one of the 

greatest challenges of this generation: 
climate change.

“As farmers, we need to let the world 
know that we’re on the front lines of 
climate change,” said Hill. “If you think 
that we’re not scared of a changing 
environment, then you’ve got it 
wrong.”

Thirty harvests quantifies the crop 
cycles left before 2050, the year the 
global population is expected to be 
9 billion people. According to 
American Farmland Trust, the U.S. 
loses 175 acres of farmland every hour, 
mostly to urban encroachment. 
Additionally, the U.S. Global Change 
Research Program reports that the 
effects of climate change are already 
being felt, with increases in average 
temperature, extreme heat 
conditions, heavy rainfall, droughts 
and extreme weather events 
contributing to excessive runoff, 
flooding, and soil erosion, loss of soil 
carbon and reduce the availability 
and quality of water.

However, agricultural soils have the 
capacity to capture and store carbon, 
making every acre of farmland more 
important than most ever believed, 
and putting farmers and ranchers in 
a position to be the change makers.

“30 Harvests is just one story. There 
are hundreds – thousands – of other 
stories about how farmers are 
continually innovating and evolving 
with climate smart agricultural 
practices, even in a tough economic 
environment,” said Kaiser.

USFRA is convening leaders in the 
agriculture and food value chain to 
create a strategic roadmap to meet 
the challenges of the next decade of 
nourishing an unprecedented 
population while enhancing the 
environment on which we all rely and 
benefit from.

“This is a call to leaders in food, 
finance and science to be part of the 
solution to co- create sustainable food 
systems with U.S. farmers and 

ranchers,” said Fitzgerald. “We’re 
starting with climate change and 
how we can pull down carbon on our 
farms. Our hope is that one day soon, 
we can be the first sector in our 
country that is carbon neutral and 
over time, helping offset for other 
sectors.”

“30 Harvests” is available to view at 
usfarmersandranchers.org.

USFRA represents farmer and 
rancher-led organizations, and food 
and agricultural partners, with a 
common vision to further our global 
sustainable food systems. We believe 
farmers uniquely contribute to 
nourishing our planet, people, and 
natural resources. Our focus is 
creating a proactive collaboration 
between the best minds in food, 
agriculture, science, and technology 
to co-create solutions that will result 
in environmental, social, and 
economic sustainability. 

“30 Harvests” f ilm examines farmers’ role in  
combatting climate change

PARTNER UPDATE

Jay Hill is a farmer from Dell City, TX

Meagan Kaiser is a soil scientist from  
Bowling Green, MO
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AUGUST STATS

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monthly Milk:

Members:

869

Total Cows:

479,842

billion
pounds 1.12

NOV. 1
Free Dairy Strong  
registration ends
Farmers get two free 
passes. Sign up by  
Nov. 1 at dairystrong.org

NOV. 8
Dairy sustainability 
“Lunch and Learn” 
webinar

NOV. 19 
Members-only webinar 
Using the tools you 
have: Filling positions 
with existing visas 
options

DEC. 3-4 
Minnesota Milk Dairy 
Conference and Expo 
Welch, Minn

DEC. 17 
Members-only webinar 
Personhood: The next 
frontier in animal rights 
litigation

JAN. 21 
DBA’s Dairy Day  
at the Capitol 
Register at  
dairyforward.com 
Madison, Wis.

JAN. 22-23
Dairy Strong  
conference
Madison, Wis.

*Events hosted by Edge 
members. Please send us 
your farm events at  
info@voiceofmilk.com




