
 

 

 

We’re Working with Lawmakers for You! 
 

Here is what we will be focused on during the 2017-18 legislative session  
 

Labor Security: Dairy farms face a shortage of workers. The immigration and visa system needs 

to be reformed. Our farmers need to be able to protect their existing workforce while also having the 

ability to hire new foreign workers that are legally authorized to work.  

 

Trade: Strong milk prices are dependent on strong dairy exports. One of the best things the dairy 

community can do to ensure higher and more stable pricing is to continue to grow our place in the 

global market. Any agreement that would result in freer and fairer trade is in our best interest.   

 

EPA Overreach: The Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule and Clean Power Plan are two examples 

of sweeping regulatory proposals that could have a significant impact on agriculture. DBMMC will fight 

for reasonable regulations that consider the increased cost or burden they would place on our farms.  

 

Mislabeling Non-Dairy Foods: There are a growing number of plant-based items that mimic dairy foods. 

There’s nothing wrong with a diverse marketplace, but customers shouldn’t be misled. We will pressure 

the Food and Drug Administration to enforce labeling laws so dairy is not unfairly disadvantaged.   

 

High Capacity Wells: Access to water is essential for farms and other members of the dairy supply chain. 

DBMMC is working to enact protections for existing well owners. They should be able to repair, replace 

and transfer those previously approved wells without the hassles of red tape.  

 

Road Funding: Well-maintained infrastructure is crucial to Wisconsin’s dairy community. Many of our 

roads need significant maintenance or must be totally replaced. We need a sustainable way to pay for 

future road projects, and our transportation priorities must always include rural roads. 

 

Driver’s Permits for Undocumented Workers: Many of the immigrant workers on our farms cannot get 

a driver’s license because of their immigration status. DBMMC supports the creation of a special driver’s 

permit for these people, so they can drive to and from work in a safe and legal manner.  

 

NR 151 Revisions: DNR is revising the existing runoff management rule (NR 151) to create targeted 

performance standards for parts of the state. We will be involved throughout the rulemaking process to 

ensure any changes will be workable for farmers, while also protecting the environment.  

 

Livestock Siting: Existing livestock siting rules give predictable statewide standards to farmers interested 

in growing. Changes to these rules are now under way and DBMMC wants to ensure any revisions are 

necessary to address a technological change, and will not needlessly make farm growth more difficult. 


